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The Menindee Lakes play a crucial role in the southern Murray–Darling Basin, providing water resources, supporting river operations, and underpinning values for First Nations, environmental outcomes and local communities. 
The Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) is currently undertaking a review of the operations and management of the Menindee Lakes System on behalf of Murray River Governments (Victoria, New South Wales, South Australia and the Commonwealth).
The Menindee Lakes
The Menindee Lakes, located on the Lower Darling (Baaka) River in far western New South Wales, are a series of interconnected lakes that play a crucial role in the Murray–Darling Basin.
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The importance of the Menindee Lakes to Victoria
How is water in the Lakes shared?
The Menindee Lakes were converted by NSW into a regulated water storage in the 1950s and 1960s to improve water security and develop the local irrigation industry. In 1963, joint Murray River Governments agreed to sharing arrangements under the Murray–Darling Basin Agreement to supply water to the Murray. Under the Agreement, joint governments pay a lease fee and contribute to operation and maintenance costs.
Under the Agreement all inflows to the Menindee Lakes System are shared 50:50 between Victoria and NSW when the volume of water in storage in the lakes is above 480 GL. 
When the volume in the lakes drops below 480 GL control of the lakes and all inflows become exclusively available to NSW for drought management, until the volume in the lakes increases to above 640 GL.
More information about how water in the Menindee Lakes is shared is available on the MDBA’s website.
Why are the Menindee Lakes important for Victoria?
The Menindee Lakes are critical to Victoria and support a range of outcomes that benefit entitlement holders and communities in the Murray, including:
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Why are operating arrangements at the
Menindee Lakes being reviewed?
Over recent years, the Menindee Lakes System has faced major challenges including severe drought, reduced inflows, water quality problems and large fish death events, with debate continuing about how water should be shared and managed.
Early parts of the review sought to identify key issues and challenges associated with the Menindee Lakes, including:
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The review aims to explore operational, infrastructure and other management options for the best path forward for managing the Menindee Lakes for the long-term health and resilience of Basin communities, industries and the environment.
The current stage of the review looks to establish desired outcomes for the future operating arrangements of the Lakes and explore change options.
The sharing arrangements at Menindee mean that options to change the operations of the Lakes require Murray River governments’ support, including Victoria.
More information is available on the MDBA’s website.
How can I provide input to the review?
You can have your say on what the Menindee Lakes Review should consider during consultation being led by the MDBA throughout February-April 2026.
You can find more information, including engagement opportunities in Victoria, via the MDBA’s website.
Next Steps
What happens next?
Based on the feedback received in the first half of 2026, the MDBA will work with Murray River governments to prepare options for further consideration in late 2026.
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Underpinning the reliability of Victorian Murray entitlements, which can be particularly critical when conditions in the southern Basin are dry 


Providing flexibility to river operators to deliver water to the lower Murray without needing to go through Barmah narrows, helping to reduce delivery and shortfall risks


Delivering on Victoria’s obligations to supply water to South Australia while conserving water stored in upper Murray storages



Escalating environmental degradation marked by reduced inflows, more frequent cease–to–flow periods, poorer water quality, algal blooms and mass fish deaths


Declining inflows from the northern basin due to climate conditions and increased extraction place growing pressure on water security, water quality and ecological functions


Outdated and ageing infrastructure limits fish movement, results in large volumes of dead storage and struggles to meet contemporary operational requirements


Limited flow connectivity can restrict water and fish movement between the northern and southern Basins


image1.png
ORIA Energy,

State Enwropment |
Government and Climate Action




image2.svg
                                                           


image3.png
<Pic Placeholder>

To insert a picture into this placeholder,
click HERE then on the DEECA Menu Tab
press Picture Fill.




image4.png
<Pic Placeholder>

To insert a picture into this placeholder,
click HERE then on the DEECA Menu Tab
press Picture Fill.




image5.png
<Pic Placeholder>

To insert a picture into this placeholder,
click HERE then on the DEECA Menu Tab
press Picture Fill.




image6.png
<Pic Placeholder>

To insert a picture into this placeholder,
click HERE then on the DEECA Menu Tab
press Picture Fill.




image7.png




image8.svg
  
.MsftOfcThm_Text2_Fill_v2 {
 fill:#201547; 
}

 


image9.png




image10.png
/ 2
4 ANC




image11.png




image12.png




image13.png




image14.png




image15.png




image16.png
Wilcanniae

Menindee
Lakes System

VITVHLSNY HLNOS

SITVM HLNOS M3IN

. e®Pooncarie
Great Darling

Anabranch

Lake
Victoria

I River  Mildura River
Murray Murray

VICTORIA




image23.jpeg




image24.jpeg




image33.png
We acknowledge Victorian Traditional Owners and their Elders past and present as
the original custodians of Victoria’s land and waters and commit to genuinely
partnering with them and Victoria’s Aboriginal community to progress their

aspirations.

© The State of Victoria Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action Janu
ISBN 978-1-76176-768-5 (pdf/online/MS word)





image34.jpeg




image17.png




image18.svg
  
.MsftOfcThm_Background1_Fill_v2 {
 fill:#FFFFFF; 
}
.MsftOfcThm_Background1_Stroke_v2 {
 stroke:#FFFFFF; 
}

  


image19.png
0‘3‘]@

<

DQQ
;;\ [Simisisy




image20.svg
  
.MsftOfcThm_Background1_Fill_v2 {
 fill:#FFFFFF; 
}
.MsftOfcThm_Background1_Stroke_v2 {
 stroke:#FFFFFF; 
}

              


image21.png
5




image22.svg
  
.MsftOfcThm_Background1_Fill_v2 {
 fill:#FFFFFF; 
}
.MsftOfcThm_Background1_Stroke_v2 {
 stroke:#FFFFFF; 
}

   


image25.png




image26.svg
  
.MsftOfcThm_Background1_Fill_v2 {
 fill:#FFFFFF; 
}
.MsftOfcThm_Background1_Stroke_v2 {
 stroke:#FFFFFF; 
}

   


image27.png




image28.svg
  
.MsftOfcThm_Background1_Fill_v2 {
 fill:#FFFFFF; 
}
.MsftOfcThm_Background1_Stroke_v2 {
 stroke:#FFFFFF; 
}

    


image29.png




image30.svg
  
.MsftOfcThm_Background1_Fill_v2 {
 fill:#FFFFFF; 
}
.MsftOfcThm_Background1_Stroke_v2 {
 stroke:#FFFFFF; 
}

      


image31.png




image32.svg
  
.MsftOfcThm_Background1_Fill_v2 {
 fill:#FFFFFF; 
}
.MsftOfcThm_Background1_Stroke_v2 {
 stroke:#FFFFFF; 
}

  


