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Reviewing Victoria’s sustainable water strategies
Sustainable Water Strategies are long term plans for Victoria’s water resources so there are secure supplies for cities and towns, industry and the environment well into the future.
This information sheet provides background for the Five-Yearly Assessment of the Western Region Sustainable Water Strategy. Outcomes of the assessment will inform any future development of a new sustainable water strategy.
Sustainable Water Strategies
Sustainable water strategies are long term plans for water resources within Victoria. Sustainable water strategies were completed for the Central, Northern, Western and Gippsland regions between 2006 and 2011.
These landmark strategies identified risks to water supply and quality. They included actions to help water users, water corporations and catchment management authorities manage and respond to risks over the next 50 years.
The Water Act 1989 requires each Sustainable Water Strategy to be reviewed at least every 10 years.
The Victorian Government’s Water for Victoria plan (2016) introduced five-yearly assessments of sustainable water strategies to help deal with climate change, drought and population growth and consider changes in land use.
The government started the review of the Central Region Sustainable Water Strategy in 2016 and five-yearly assessments of the Gippsland Region and Western Region Sustainable Water Strategies in 2017.
Snapshot of the region
The Western region covers around one-third of Victoria from Colac and Lorne in the south-east to Ouyen in the north-west. Its agricultural and urban centres include Colac, Port Campbell, Horsham, Stawell, Ararat, Hamilton, Warrnambool and Portland. Communities are involved in farming, forestry, recreation and tourism and processing, energy and mining industries.
Waterways are highly valued by local residents and visitors and are widely used for recreation such as fishing, camping, swimming, boating, bushwalking and wildlife watching. They are vital to local economies and are a high priority for local communities. Traditional Owners in the region have cultural, spiritual and economic connections to land, water and resources.
The region has diverse landscapes, climates and water resources, from heavily forested areas with reliable rainfall and water supplies to drier saline areas that depend on groundwater and pipeline supplies from other parts of the region. Surface water makes up 62 per cent of the water supplied to towns, farms and industries, with 37 per cent from groundwater and about one per cent from alternative supplies like recycled water.
Want to know more?
Click here for more information on managing groundwater
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Five-yearly assessment Western Region Sustainable Water Strategy
The Five-Yearly Assessment of the Western Region Sustainable Water Strategy started in 2017.
The assessment will:
• report on the timing of the strategy’s actions
• check how well the aims and targets have been met
• outline how water management has changed since the strategy’s release
• identify lessons learned to inform a new sustainable water strategy.
It will combine information from the original strategy, Water for Victoria and targeted consultation.
The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) assessment will consider the shared benefits since the Western Region Sustainable Water Strategy was released, including recreational and Aboriginal values.
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Highlights of the Western Region Sustainable Water Strategy
The original strategy aimed to secure supply for water users and the environment, promote sustainable water use and protect and improve the health of waterways, aquifers, wetlands and estuaries. That included:
• Managing and operating the Wimmera-Mallee Pipeline to make the best use of existing water supplies and sharing them between different water users.
• Capitalising on water savings from the Wimmera-Mallee Pipeline and managing entitlements and flows to improve the environmental health of connected rivers that had been stressed by low flows.
• Providing certainty for water users by developing local management plans for unregulated surface water and groundwater management areas, better groundwater monitoring and extending the length of licences.
• Formalising water sharing rules for supplying unregulated flows into Lake Condah, an ancient Aboriginal settlement and aquaculture site in southwest Victoria.
Working together
The sustainable water strategy assessments will involve people from across state and local government, the water sector and communities.
The Victorian Government, through the Aboriginal Water Program, is including Traditional Owners and Aboriginal people in water management. DELWP’s Aboriginal Water Unit is working with communities on ways to share the benefits of Victoria’s water with Traditional Owners and their communities.
The assessments currently underway will explore links with key DELWP projects such as the long-term water resource assessment, water grid and markets and integrated water management forums.
Stocktake of actions
The original Western Region Sustainable Water Strategy included 69 actions, 46 of which have been completed. Of the remaining actions, 11 are ongoing, 11 form part of Water for Victoria and one will be dealt with in the Wimmera Mallee Water Resource Plan being developed to meet Victoria’s obligations under the Murray-Darling Basin Plan. Update on the status of all actions will be incorporated in the assessment.
Want to know more?
Click here for the Stocktake of the Western Region Sustainable Water Strategy
Click here for the Victorian Waterway Management Strategy
Click here for the Western Region Sustainable Water Strategy
Click here for the Gippsland Region Sustainable Water Strategy
Click here for the Central Region Sustainable Water Strategy
Click here for the Northern Region Sustainable Water Strategy
Click here for Water for Victoria, Chapters 6 to 9
For more information
Email SWS.Team@delwp. vic.gov.au or contact the DELWP Customer Service on 136 186
Click here for information on the long-term water resources assessment
Click her for information on realising the potential of the grid and markets
Click here for information on Integrated Water Management Forums
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