
Angler Riparian Partnerships Program
Recreational angling groups working to improve habitat for fish

Healthy fisheries need healthy habitat. The Victorian Government is committed to ensuring recreational fishers are involved in riparian habitat improvement projects across Victoria. Approximately $1 million will be provided to support this commitment through the Angler Riparian Partnerships Program. 
This fact sheet provides a brief overview of the Angler Riparian Partnerships Program and how anglers can get involved in riparian projects. 
	Why protect and improve riparian land?
Riparian land is the land that runs along river banks and beside wetlands. As recreational anglers know, healthy riparian land is critical to the health of our waterways. It plays a key role in helping to maintain healthy fish habitat in waterways, by buffering water temperatures, filtering nutrients and sediments from catchment run-off, providing shade, providing a source of fish food and instream wood that fish need to shelter in streams and by helping to reduce bank erosion.

Recreational anglers and riparian management  
As a commitment in the recently released Water for Victoria, the government is providing about $1 million over four years (2016/17 to 2019/20) for the Angler Riparian Partnerships Program. The funding will be used for partnerships between the nine regional catchment management authorities (CMAs) and recreational angling groups to deliver riparian improvement works in areas of local priority for anglers.
This will give local angling groups the ability to work directly with CMAs on riparian areas that are important to them and improve fishing in their favourite fishing streams. 
	Expanding on existing partnerships
The Victorian Government recognises the need for healthy waterways and already invests millions of dollars annually in riparian protection and improvement projects. Projects are delivered through CMAs working collaboratively with landholders, community groups and recreational fishers to undertake works such as stock management fencing, revegetation, weed management and provision of infrastructure to support off-stream stock watering. 

Recent riparian improvement projects include the Goulburn Broken CMA working with the Mansfield and District Fly Fishers Club to plant trees along the Delatite River and the Victorian Flyfishers Association to plant trees along the Goulburn River.
These projects improve riparian habitat to support improved fish populations and ultimately better fishing.
	How can anglers get involved?
If your angling club wishes to be involved in improving fishing in your area through improving riparian habitat, find out more about the Angler Riparian Partnerships Program by contacting your local CMA:

East Gippsland CMA 	5152 0600
West Gippsland CMA 	1300 094 262
Corangamite CMA 	5232 9100
Glenelg Hopkins CMA 	5571 2526
Wimmera CMA 	5382 1544
Mallee CMA 	5051 4377
North Central CMA 	5448 7124
Goulburn Broken CMA 	5822 7700
North East CMA 	1300 216 513
	Related information
Water for Victoria: http://www.delwp.vic.gov.au/water/water-for-victoria

Wild Trout Fisheries Management Program: http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/fisheries/recreational-fishing/wild-trout-fisheries-management-program
Managing willows in Victoria: http://www.depi.vic.gov.au/water/rivers-estuaries-and-wetlands/implementation-and-monitoring/managing-willows-in-victoria  
Recreational Fishing Grants Program: http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/fisheries/recreational-fishing/recreational-fishing-grants-program 
Funds for Fish, a new fish habitat crowdfunding project:  http://fundsforfish.com.au 
Crown water frontages: http://www.depi.vic.gov.au/forestry-and-land-use/managing-land/crown-land-leasing,-licenses-and-permits/crown-land-water-frontage 
Regional Riparian Action Plan: http://delwp.vic.gov.au/water/rivers,-estuaries-and-wetlands/regional-riparian-action-plan 
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