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Presence (+)/absence (0) of fish taxa captured in West Gippsland estuaries during monitoring for Index of Estuary Condition 2021 (sampling between 

2010 and 2019, using a combination of fyke netting and mesh netting, plus seine netting where feasible, in upper, middle and lower estuary in autumn). 

Common names of fish taxa are provided, with introduced taxa indicated by asterisk (*). For a description of fish and vegetation monitoring methods 

and corresponding scientific names for fish refer to DELWP (2021) Assessment of Victoria’s estuaries using the Index of Estuary Condition: 

Background and Methods 2021. 
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Adelaide 
Weedfish 

0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Australian 
Smelt 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 

Black Bream 0 + 0 + + 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 

Black Sole 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Blue Weed 
Whiting 

0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bluespotted 
Goatfish 

0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Bridled Goby 0 0 0 + + 0 0 + + + 0 0 0 + + 0 + + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

Bridled 
Leatherjacket 

0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Cobbler 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + + + + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Common 
Galaxias 

+ 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 

Dwarf 
Flathead 
Gudgeon 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 

Eastern 
Australian 
Salmon 

0 + 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Eastern 
Bluespot 
Goby 

+ + + + + 0 0 + + + 0 0 + + + + 0 + + + 0 0 + 0 + 0 

Eastern 
Fortescue 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Eastern 
Gambusia* 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 

Eastern 
School 
Whiting 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Estuary 
Perch 

0 + 0 + + 0 0 + 0 + + 0 + + 0 0 + + 0 + 0 0 + + 0 0 

European 
Carp* 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + + 

Flathead 
Gudgeon 

0 + + + + 0 + + + + 0 0 0 + 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 + + + + 

Girdled Goby 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Glass Goby 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 + + + + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 

Golden 
Perch* 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 

Goldspot 
Mullet 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

Greenback 
Flounder 

0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 

Half Bridled 
Goby 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 + + + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

King George 
Whiting 

0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Lagoon Goby 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Longfinned 
Eel 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 

Longsnout 
flounder 

0 + 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

Luderick 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 + + 0 0 0 + + + + 0 + + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 

Old Wife 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Pale 
Mangrove 
Goby 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Pikehead 
Hardyhead 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Port Jackson 
Glassfish 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Prickly 
Toadfish 

0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Pugnose 
pipefish 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

River Garfish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

Rock 
Flathead 

0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sand Mullet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

Sandy Sprat 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sea Mullet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 + 

Shortfinned 
Eel 

+ + + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 

Silver Fish 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Silver 
Trevally 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 

Sixspine 
Leatherjacket 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Smallmouth 
Hardyhead 

+ 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 + + + + + + + + 0 0 + 0 

Smooth 
Toadfish 

0 + 0 + + + 0 0 + + + 0 0 + + + + + + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 

Snook 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Southern 
Longfin Goby 

0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Southern 
Pygmy 
Leatherjacket 

0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Southern 
Sand 
Flathead 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Southern 
Sea Garfish 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 

Spotted 
Pipefish 

0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Stars and 
Stripes 
Leatherjacket 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tailor 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 

Tamar River 
Goby 

0 + 0 + + + 0 + + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 

Toadfish spp. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tupong + 0 0 0 + + + + + 0 0 + 0 + + + 0 + + + 0 0 + 0 + 0 

Western 
Australian 
Salmon 

0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

Widebody 
Pipefish 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Yank 
Flathead 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Yelloweye 
Mullet 

+ + 0 + + + + + + + + 0 + + + 0 + + + + 0 0 + 0 + 0 

Yellowfin 
Leatherjacket 

0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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