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The Victorian Government 
released the five-year Regional 
Riparian Action Plan in 2015 to 
accelerate the delivery of on-
ground riparian works.  
This fact sheet summarises what has been achieved  
in the fifth and final year of the Regional Riparian Action 
Plan’s implementation. Implementing the plan was a 
key action in Water for Victoria, the Government’s plan 
for managing our water resources now and into the 
future. 

Why protect and improve riparian land? 

Riparian land is land that runs along rivers, creeks and 
wetlands. Riparian vegetation is critical to the health of 
our waterways by improving water quality, reducing 
erosion and improving habitat for animals both on land 
and in the waterway. 

Riparian land and waterways hold important cultural 
values for Victoria’s Traditional Owners and are 
important for social, recreational and economic activity 
(e.g. fishing, picnics, walking and agriculture). 

 

National Tree Day community planting, July 2019, Campaspe 
River at Axedale. Photo courtesy North Central CMA  

How was the Action Plan funded? 

To implement the plan, the Victorian Government 
allocated $10 million in 2015/16 and a further $30 
million from 2016/17 to 2019/20 to implement additional 
riparian works. The $30 million was part of the $222 
million provided by the Government to improve the 
health of waterways and catchments in regional 
Victoria. 

This funding has accelerated the implementation of on-
ground riparian works, such as stock management 
fencing, revegetation, weed management and provision 
of infrastructure to support off-stream stock watering. 

How was the Action Plan implemented? 

Catchment management authorities (CMAs) worked 
collaboratively with Traditional Owners, landholders and 
community groups, including Landcare, angling and 
school groups, to undertake the riparian works, typically 
using incentives and grants.   

Key achievements 2019/20 (Year 5) 

Table 1: Riparian outcome measures achieved in 2019/20 
and over the five years of the plan in the nine CMA regions*. 

Riparian outcome 
measure** 

Amount 
delivered 
in Year 5 

Amount 
delivered 

to date 

Five-year 
target 

Length of riparian 
land where works 
have been 
undertaken to 
protect or improve 
its condition (km) 

507 3,481 2,490 

Area of waterway 
vegetation works 
undertaken to 
improve the health 
and resilience of 
waterways (ha) 

7,109 53,375 28,190 

Number of 
landholders who 
have worked with 
the CMAs to 
undertake riparian 
works 

246 1,516 1,810 

*Melbourne Water does not receive funding from government under 
the Action Plan and its riparian outcomes are not included in the 
outcome measures table. 
** The high length and area delivery after the five years compared to 
the 5-year target is due to efficiencies in CMAs’ delivery of riparian 
work including access to larger areas to undertake works. 
Conversely, working on larger properties meant that fewer 
landholders participated in works than initially estimated.  
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Examples of riparian projects 

Hughes Creek 

Hughes Creek in the Strathbogie Ranges and a 
tributary of the Goulburn River, is slowly recovering 
from a build‐up of sand, causing the channel to be 
uniformly shallow. The mid to lower reach of the creek 
contains a population of threatened Macquarie perch. 
 
To support the ‘Macca’, the Goulburn Broken CMA 
partnered with five landholders and Native Fish 
Australia to undertake over 16 hectares of revegetation, 
8 kilometres of fencing and 5 hectares of woody weed 
control in 2019/20. This work complemented in‐stream 
habitat projects such as installing timber for fish habitat. 
 

 

Revegetation along the headwaters of Hughes Creek, Terip 
Terip. Photo courtesy Goulburn Broken CMA 

 

“We value the stream environments on our property and 
have enjoyed working with the Goulburn Broken CMA 
over a number of years to continue to protect and 
enhance these vital habitat corridors."  
Jenny Strong, Hughes Creek landholder, Dropmore. 
 
Concongella Creek – neighbours uniting 

 
The Concongella Creek is an upper tributary of the 
Wimmera River near Stawell in western Victoria. At low 
flow times, it is an important refuge for fish species like 
mountain galaxias and flat-head gudgeon.   

 
Partnering with three adjoining landowners, the 
Wimmera CMA worked at 13 sites to construct 27 
kilometres of fencing and undertake 109 hectares of 
stock exclusion, revegetation and weed management. 
These works will be complemented in future with 
erosion control works that will improve water quality in 
high value reaches downstream. 

 
“I could never have afforded to fence the waterways on 
my property in the next 20 years. With Wimmera CMA 
support and funding I can achieve this over the next two 
years. Protecting the waterways from further erosion by 
fencing and revegetating them will benefit both the 
environment and me in the future when running stock 
on the property.” 
Nic Wiseman, landholder, Concongella Creek. 
 

 
Fenced riparian land on the Concongella Creek.   
Photo courtesy Wimmera CMA 

Further information 

Regional Riparian Action Plan 
http://www.delwp.vic.gov.au/water/rivers,-estuaries-and-
wetlands/regional-riparian-action-plan . 

Although the plan has now been completed, CMAs are 
still undertaking riparian management programs. More 
information about riparian management and how you 
can get involved can be obtained from your CMA. 
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Disclaimer 

This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its  
employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind or is  
wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability  
for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you relying on any 
information in this publication. 

Accessibility 
If you would like to receive this publication in 
an alternative format, please telephone the 
DELWP Customer Contact Centre on 136186, 
email customer.service@delwp.vic.gov.au, or 
via the National Relay Service on 133 677 
www.relayservice.com.au. This document is 
also available on the internet at 
www.delwp.vic.gov.au.  


