
Your Name (Optional) Percy Malseed                                                                            Submission 3 
Town of Residence  Portland 
What is your 
involvement/role with 
rural drainage? Landholder 
Other - specify  
Do you agree with the 
proposed vision 
statement? If not, what 
would you like to see 
change? 

I believe in five years time you will achieve what has been accomplished in 
the last ten. Nothing! The horrific floods in 2016, should have been a wake 
up call. The water covered parts of Lake Gorrie road and Purcells road at 
Bessiebelle. Significant damage was done too Purcells road and the Moyne 
Shire has a significant interest in the orderly movement of flood water. You 
are asking a small group of farmers to do the heavy lifting in a grubby way. 
I've been informed that the last time drainage works was undertaken was a 
dozen years ago, and the cost to the Shire was $75000. This is a Paltry 
amount of money to the Council but an awful expense shared by only a few 
farmers 

Do you agree with the 
intent that landholders 
would invest in rural 
drainage services where 
they can see merit/benefit 
in doing so? Please 
explain your response. 

In the real world getting voluntary capital contributions from Farmers will be 
difficult. Some farmers will already be in financial difficulties such as Dairy 
Farmers. The fact that most people can see how unfair this proposal is, and 
the different contribution we are expected to make will cause arguments 
and conflict. Country people have had a gutful of no money for the bush, but 
Billions spent on major projects in our Capital cities, with no hint of user 
pays. 

Do you think there are 
gaps in the roles and 
responsibilities proposed? 
Do you think there any 
opportunities to further 
strengthen roles and 
responsibilities? 

I have an upper catchment property and a lower catchment property. If we 
get flooding rains as a Natural event, or because of Global Warming I benefit 
with both Properties having adequately maintained drains in my Shire. That 
is a truth that is indisputable. Why then would you ask a few, to Pay for a 
benefit, that all ratepayer expect. That is, the controlled movement of 
dangerous flooding waters. 

Is there anything that 
landholders and agencies 
need to manage rural 
drainage that isn't 
covered in the draft 
Strategy? answered 
What would landholders 
and agencies need to help 
them prepare for 
potential impacts of 
climate change on rural 
drainage? A government that cares 
Is there anything else that 
should be considered or 
addressed in the final 
Strategy? 

The amount of water passing into the Pacific Ocean is a terrific waste. If 
Australia is to expand food production then we will need better grains, and 
more water. A dam on the East side of Macarthur would create hundreds of 
jobs and stop dangerous flooding. 
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