























catchment management;

d) Participate in setting statewide priorities;

e) Participate in processes or projects aimed at building capacity for incorporating
traditional ecological knowledge into integrated catchment management and
protect Traditional Owner property rights.

Part 7 Compliance

27 General Compliance
27.1# | The Authority must monitor compliance with its obligations under this Statement.
27.2# | If the Authority becomes aware of a failure to comply with:
a) An obligations under this Statement, or
b) A requirement of any contract or agreement between the Department and the
Authority,
the Authority must give the Minister or the Department a written report within 30 days of
becoming aware of the failure, that includes:
c) the nature of and reason for the failure, and
d) aproposed plan of action to prevent the failure re-occurring.
27.3# | The Authority must make any variation to the plan of action referred to in sub-clause 27.2
as requested in writing by the Minister or the Department.
27.4# | The Authority must:
a) Implement the plan of action referred to in sub-clause 27.2, as varied by the
Minister or the Department;
b) Reportits progress in implementing the plan, whenever the Minister or the
Department requests this in writing;
¢) Summarise the contents of any report made under sub-clause 27.2 and its progress
in implementing the plan in its annual report.
28 Other Audits and Reviews
28.1# | The Authority must, when requested by the Minister, or the Secretary or Department on
behalf of the Minister, arrange for an audit or review of any matter in relation to the
performance of its functions and the exercise of its powers.
28.2# | The Authority must respond as requested to audits or reviews of any aspect of its activities

undertaken by the Department.




Schedule A - Definitions

Only terms not defined in the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 are defined in this schedule.

The following definitions apply in this Statement:

“Agreement” means any agreement between the Department and the Authority relating to the
Authority’s projects or funding to the Authority.

“Biodiversity” has the same meaning as biodiversity in Protecting Victoria’s Environment —
Biodiversity 2037.

“Corporate allocation” means funds provided by the Department to the Authority for corporate
functions and powers.

“Corporate plan” means a plan drafted in accordance with s. 19C of the CalLP Act.

“Environment Protection Authority” is an Authority established under s. 5 of the Environment
Protection Act 1970.

“Governance guidelines” means the guidelines issued by the Secretary that relate to a framework
for the governance of statutory authorities operating in the Department’s portfolios.

“Investment process” means the annual investment plan drafted by the Authority and associated
bodies engaged in natural resource management, that documents the Authority’s projects and
project deliverables with the aim of implementing Regional Catchment Strategy targets.

“Land and Water Management Plan” means a plan developed by the Authority to provide a
coordinated approach to irrigation related catchment management activities in accordance with the
Land and Water Management Plan Guidelines.

“Local Planning Policy Framework” means a framework developed by Local Government in
accordance with the Victoria Planning Provisions, which comprises the Municipal Strategic
Statement and local planning policies, through which it identifies long-term directions about land
use and development in the municipality and provides the rationale for zone and overlay
requirements and particular provisions in the local Planning Scheme, consistent with the State
Planning Policy Framework.

“Minister” means the Minister administering the CaLP Act.

“Minister for Agriculture” means the Minister administering the Agricultural Industry Development
Act 1990.

“Municipal Strategic Statement” means a statement developed in accordance with s. 12A of the
Planning and Environment Act 1987.
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“Murray Darling Basin Agreement” means the agreement referred to in the Murray Darling Basin
Agreement Act 1993, which was signed by the Victorian Government in 1992. This Agreement
includes salt related aims that are addressed in the Murray Darling Basin Salinity Management Plan.

“Natural asset” means a biophysical or biological attribute of a natural ecosystem.

“Pest” means exotic plants or animals (excluding any that cannot be declared under the CalLP Act)
that threatens or has the potential to threaten the existence or wellbeing of valued environmental,
agricultural, social or personal resources or assets.

“Salinity credits” has the same definition as a ‘salinity credit’ in Schedule C of the Murray Darling
Basin Agreement 1992.

“Secretary” means the person who is for the time being the Department Head (within the meaning
of the Public Administration Act 2004) of the Department and the successors in office of that person
are a body corporate under the name "Secretary to the Department of Environment, Land, Water
and Planning".

“Traditional Owners” means people who, through membership of a descent group or clan, are
responsible for caring for Country. Aboriginal people with knowledge about traditions, observances,
customs or beliefs associated with a particular area. A Traditional Owner is authorised to speak for
Country and its heritage.
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