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Town of Residence  Notting Hill 
What is your involvement/role with 
rural drainage? 

Other 

Other - specify Water Technology is a specialist water engineering consulting business 

Do you agree with the proposed vision 
statement? If not, what would you like 
to see change? 

As a vision, Water Technology thinks it is pretty good. 

Do you agree with the intent that 
landholders would invest in rural 
drainage services where they can see 
merit/benefit in doing so? Please 
explain your response. 

Yes, Water Technology agrees, rural landholders running an agricultural business are 
likely to invest in drainage if it means they get increased productivity on their land. 

Do you think there are gaps in the roles 
and responsibilities proposed? Do you 
think there any opportunities to further 
strengthen roles and responsibilities? 

Water Technology sees the lack of a single agency being responsible for rural 
drainage may possibly lead to some difficulties in implementing rural drainage 
works. Landholders may find this confusing, and it may result in agencies deferring 
their responsibilities. We believe that there is a clear need for a single agency to 
help lead landholders through this, there is a lot of regulatory issues and many 
stakeholders with different interests, it is a complex matter. Without a single agency 
and a dedicated group of people tasked with a regional drainage role, helping to 
lead landholders, these schemes would be unlikely to be successful. If landholders 
are left to self manage this process, then it is likely that the larger, wealthier 
landholders who may be more aggressive at the table, would do better than smaller 
and quieter landholders who may not be comfortable in confrontational situations 
with their neighbours. Who is responsible for reviewing and approving drainage 
schemes developed by landholders? 

Is there anything that landholders and 
agencies need to manage rural drainage 
that isn't covered in the draft Strategy? 

The draft Strategy sets the vision, purpose, accountabilities and intended outcomes, 
but it doesn't detail out how the strategy is to be practically implemented, what 
performance criteria are to be adhered to, etc. One of the shortfalls of the strategy 
is really about defining measurable criteria that must be met. A good example of 
this is the recently developed Guidelines for Development in Flood-affected Areas 
document (DELWP). It is likely that these performance criteria should address 
downstream impacts to assets, farmland, and environment, in relation to a change 
in water volumes and flow rates, and water quality impacts due to increased 
nutrient runoff.  
Performance criteria is often based on a predetermined level of development (i.e. 
greenfield sites prior to development). Many wetlands in Victoria have been 
changed over the course of many years of agriculture, some have been drained or 
blocked, and the ecosystem has adapted to that change. In designing a drainage 
scheme that may alter this further, 

What would landholders and agencies 
need to help them prepare for potential 
impacts of climate change on rural 
drainage? 

Understand how climate change is likely to impact the seasonal nature of rainfall 
and the impact on receiving waterbodies such as wetlands. 

Is there anything else that should be 
considered or addressed in the final 
Strategy? 

As discussed above, clear performance measures, an agency and role created to 
help landholders navigate through this process, and a clearly defined dispute 
resolution process.  How would multiple drainage schemes be assessed. In 
floodplain development there is a principal of no net-loss of floodplain storage, 
water resources has sustainable diversion limits, vegetation removal also uses a net-
gain principal. How does the strategy ensure that multiple drainage schemes work 
together for the health and productivity of the broader catchment? 
Water Technology has been completing a number of rural drainage investigations 
over the last few years, and is very placed to assist DELWP in developing 
performance measures for the implementation of the next phase of the Strategy. 
Please get in contact if you would like to discuss this. 
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