
Your Name (Optional) Nick Harvey                                                                   Submission 6 
Town of Residence  Strathdownie 
What is your involvement/role 
with rural drainage? 

Landholder 

Other - specify  
Do you agree with the proposed 
vision statement? If not, what 
would you like to see change? 

Landholders and community partners are empowered to work 
together to improve management of rural drainage to drive the 
agricultural sector's contribution to the Victorian economy while 
supporting positive cultural and environmental outcomes. 

Do you agree with the intent that 
landholders would invest in rural 
drainage services where they can 
see merit/benefit in doing so? 
Please explain your response. 

Yes.  
Draining seasonally inundated/waterlogged land improves 
productivity and profitability. While a direct benefit accrues to the 
landholder, we must also be aware that the regional and state 
economy benefits from the increased inputs and compounded 
outputs of the land. Increased productivity leads to higher land 
values and larger rating income for councils. 

Do you think there are gaps in the 
roles and responsibilities 
proposed? Do you think there any 
opportunities to further 
strengthen roles and 
responsibilities? 

Proposed action 4b and 7d. The responsibility should include DEDJTR 
for these items. They have experience with benchmarking and farm 
ROI etc. 

Is there anything that landholders 
and agencies need to manage 
rural drainage that isn't covered 
in the draft Strategy? 

Councils are the key.  
They know who owns the land and who to send the bill to 
They can set a rate. 
They can quarantine funds on the sale of a property to settle unpaid 
rates 
They are professional administrators 
They can advise on governance  
They have an engineer 
They have experience in drainage  
They often have Plant 
They are the next largest beneficiary of land improvement after the 
landholder 
I am happy to be contacted if you would like to discuss further 
Nick Harvey 0429847260 

What would landholders and 
agencies need to help them 
prepare for potential impacts of 
climate change on rural drainage? 

A Camel? 
A Boat? 
 
We don't know either. 

Is there anything else that should 
be considered or addressed in the 
final Strategy? 

Yes, the Water Act 1989. Please have a legal mind look over it to see 
if someone downstream on a drainage line can be compelled to 
allow access and maintainence. My understanding is that they can.  
I would think that the flow of water arising from an existing drain 
would be 'reasonable' and omitted maintainence on the part of 
current occupier causing interference with that flow could give rise 
to liability under Division 2 of Part 2 section 16 (5). 
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