
Submission to ‘Draft Victorian Rural Drainage Strategy’.

The Moe River Flats Drainage Committee wishes to thank Minister Neville for releasing this draft 
document for public consultation and the work done under the direction of her department.

The journey to now has been a long and tortuous one with a number of di erent State 
Governments, their Water Ministers, water authorities and respective bureaucrats. There have also 
been many consultants reports over the years.

Introduction

urban areas including Warragul, Neerim South, Nilma, Darnum, Yarragon, Trafalgar, Trafalgar East 
and the south-west side of Moe.

follows: 1/ (a) The eastern side of Neerim South.
                  (b) The eastern side of Warragul.
                  (c) The urban area of Nilma.
                  (d) The urban area of Darnum.
                  (e) The urban area of Yarragon.
                  (f) The urban area of Trafalgar.
                  (g) The urban area of Trafalgar East.
                  (h) The urban area south-western side of Moe.

                                                 (a) The Moe River brings water from the south east.

                                                      the east side of Warragul.
                                                 (c) The Shady Creek drains the area to the north west from Neerim 
                                                      South.
                                                 (d) The Sunny Creek drains the area to the south between Trafalgar 
                                                      and Yarragon starting in the Strzelecki Ranges.
                                                 (e) The Loch Creek drains the area to the south and south-east of
                                                      Trafalgar starting in the Strzelecki Ranges.
                                                 (f) The Mosquito Creek drains the area to the south between 
                                                     Trafalgar and Moe starting in the Strzelecki Ranges.
                                                 (g) The Rollo Creek between Yarragon and Trafalgar starting in the
                                                      Strzelecki Ranges.

Note: (1) All the permanent natural waterways as per 4(d), 4(e) & 4(f) above have been diverted 
into contour drains on private property with no waterway easements. (ie, the Moe River, the Little 
Moe River and the Shady Creek have been diverted into the Moe Channel that feeds into the 
Latrobe River).
          (ii) Projected township population in high growth scenario. (*)

               Warragul     Pop. projected from 2006 census (14,134 )        Pop. in 2036  ( 39,420 )
               Nilma             “           “           “        “         “     ( 246 )                “    “    “      ( 421 )
               Neerim South “          “           “        “          “    ( 677 )                “    “    “      ( 981 )
               Darnum          “          “           “        “          “    ( 398 )                “    “    “      ( 437 )
               Yarragon        “           “          “         “         “    ( 1,200 )              “    “    “      ( 2,031 )
               Trafalgar         “          “           “        “          “    ( 2,668 )              “    “    “      ( 5,189 )
                                  (*) Baw Baw Shire “Settlement Management Plan, ( 2013 ).
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           (iii) There were approximately 9,607 dwellings in the above towns in 2012, cf. 150 Trafalgar/
                 Yarragon Flats rural properties. - ( supplied by Baw Baw Shire ).
                                                                         
 Note: (2) The WGCMA has produced a ‘Draft Regional Floodplain Management Study’ that 
                recommends that the ‘Draft Victorian Drainage Study’ addresses the costs. However, 
The ‘Draft Victorian Rural Drainage Strategy’ recommends that ‘The Draft Regional Floodplain 
Management Strategy’ covers the problem.                                                         
                                                            
 Moe River Flats Committee comments.                                                         

the Strategy can provide an outcome that hopefully allows a drainage system that works for all 
stakeholders.

In our area, rural landholders would continue to maintain the drainage system within their own 
property as a part of good farming practice and at their cost. 
Common ‘feeder drains’ taking water from their property and other contributing neighbours could 
be paid for under a shared agreement, (Proposed policies 4d and 4e).

The responsible authority, the regional CMA, would oversee through a permit system that 
drainage depths to functional outfall levels are adhered to.

Drainage, other than on private property is taken care of by the local municipality in the main in 
protecting community assets in the form of road side drains, culverts, bridges, swales, etc.

The waterways, rivers, streams, channels, etc., should remain the responsibility of the State 
Government through the CMA’s as per the relevant legislation including the Water Act1989.

Note: The above model is comparable to the state road system whereby landholders are 
responsible for their own internal roads and tracks, municipalities are responsible for connecting 
or ‘feeder roads’ and the State Government through VicRoads is responsible for Main Roads, 
Highways and Freeways.

and then continues on as a stream.

Ranges and the township of Trafalgar. On the northern edge of the town the creek runs along the 

‘Freeway’ analogy with the associated high volume/high cost of maintenance.
We claim that these examples and other similar situations are the responsibility of the State 
Government and should be treated no di erently to any other State infrastructure. To do otherwise 
would be yet another blatant legislative exercise in cost shifting from the State. 

Recommendations.

1/. The fairest system would be to implement a whole of catchment drainage scheme/charge so 

2/. The Moe River/Channel stands alone in need of funding from the State and Federal 
Governments for major capital works.

Thank you again,
                              Moe River Flats Drainage Committee,
                              Chairman, 

                                                                                murraycook@dcsi.net.au
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