
   

The Victorian Government is currently developing a Victorian Rural Drainage Strategy to 
establish contemporary arrangements for rural drainage across the state.

The aim of the Victorian Rural Drainage Strategy is to:

1. Clarify the roles and responsibilities for managing 
rural drainage 

2. Support landholders to make choices about how they 
manage rural drainage. 

The draft Victorian Rural Drainage Strategy was 
released on 25 October 2017. This major milestone 
supported the commitment in the Government’s Water 
for Victoria plan to develop a Victorian Rural Drainage 
Strategy through an open and consultative process. It 
provided an opportunity for the community to hear 
about and contribute to the proposed new 
arrangements for rural drainage. 

The community was invited to have its say through:

1. Attending workshops held at various locations 
across Victoria

2. Making written submissions 

3. Direct discussions with the project team.

This summary has been prepared to: 

• Provide an overview of the reach of consultation 

• Outline what we heard 

• Demonstrate a commitment to respond. 
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Summary

1. Consultation reach

1.1  Workshops 
Across Victoria, 160 people attended nine community 
and stakeholder workshops to contribute their views on 
the draft Strategy.

Individuals and organisations with an interest in rural 
drainage were well represented at the workshops. The 
largest group of attendees were landholders (32 per 
cent), followed by councils (27 per cent) and catchment 
management authorities (18 per cent).

1.2 Submissions
Feedback through 49 written submissions captured 
comments on all aspects of the draft Strategy. The 
largest number of submissions came from landholders, 
followed by local councils. There were also submissions 
from government agencies, environment groups and 
community groups such as the Yarragon and District 
Community Association (Figure 1). 

 1.3 One-on-one discussions  
Those who opted to contribute to the consultation 
through direct one-on-one engagement included 
environment groups, landholders and councils. 

2. What we heard
There was strong support for the intent to deliver a 
Strategy. A range of views and suggestions were 
expressed on all aspects of the draft Strategy. These 
included:

• Suggestions on improving the vision statement.

• Concerns that differences in drainage issues across 
the state be acknowledged. Examples included the 
impacts of drainage on water quality in the Gippsland 
Lakes, flat landscape and wetlands in the Wimmera, 
and development upstream of the Trafalgar Flats 
drainage area.

• Support for agricultural productivity and streamlining 
environmental approvals, but not at the expense of 
the environment. 

• Greater clarity for roles and responsibilities of various 
stakeholders and suggestions on what these could be.

• Concerns that there are gaps in the draft Strategy 
relating to compliance and enforcement, and dispute 
resolution between landholders.

• Calls for guidance to consider specific issues such as 
climate change and cultural heritage. 

The Department captured all feedback and noted any 
topics raised that were beyond the scope of the draft 
Strategy. 

Figure 1. Breakdown of submissions

3. How we are responding
1. Revise the vision in line with the feedback.

2. Acknowledge the local context and the diversity of 
drainage systems across the state.

3. Retain recognition of the importance of rural 
drainage to agricultural productivity, while ensuring 
protection of environmental values.

4. Consider the range of views expressed on roles and 
responsibilities, and revise as needed.

5. Work with local and state government to improve 
cooperation.

6. Understand and appropriately address any 
potential increase in administrative burden.

7. Clarify the interaction with other agencies, and 
infrastructure (such as irrigation infrastructure).

8. Provide further clarity on who are the beneficiaries 
of drainage systems.

9. Commit to preparing clear and concise materials for 
landholders to manage rural drainage. 

10. Maintain a commitment to streamlining 
environmental approvals.

11. Strengthen compliance and enforcement provisions.

12. Develop options to manage dispute resolution.

13. Establish the roles and responsibilities for managing 
dispute resolution.

14. Document the arrangements for protecting 
Aboriginal cultural heritage.

15. Consider appropriate legislative mechanisms to 
support rural drainage.

16. Consider information required to support 
landholders to prepare for climate change.
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Aboriginal acknowledgement
The Victorian Government proudly acknowledges Victoria’s Aboriginal 
community and their rich culture and pays respect to their Elders past 
and present.

We acknowledge Aboriginal people as Australia’s first peoples and as 
the Traditional Owners and custodians of the land and water on which 
we rely. We recognise and value the ongoing contribution of Aboriginal 
people and communities to Victorian life and how this enriches us. We 
embrace the spirit of reconciliation, working towards the equality of 
outcomes and ensuring an equal voice.
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