
Your Name (Optional) David Young                                                         Submission 13 
Town of Residence  Cardinia 
What is your involvement/role with 
rural drainage? Landholder 
Other - specify  
Do you agree with the proposed vision 
statement? If not, what would you like 
to see change? 

The Vision Statement is not clear enough. It does not give a 
clear vision of what is trying to be achieved. 

Do you agree with the intent that 
landholders would invest in rural 
drainage services where they can see 
merit/benefit in doing so? Please 
explain your response. 

Yes.  
When people can see a benefit, they will probably already have 
made the investment. 

Do you think there are gaps in the 
roles and responsibilities proposed? 
Do you think there any opportunities 
to further strengthen roles and 
responsibilities?  
Is there anything that landholders and 
agencies need to manage rural 
drainage that isn't covered in the draft 
Strategy? A dispute resolution process. 
What would landholders and agencies 
need to help them prepare for 
potential impacts of climate change on 
rural drainage?  
Is there anything else that should be 
considered or addressed in the final 
Strategy? 

I was disappointed with the draft Strategy as most of the issues 
which occur around water and drainage are disputes between 
neighbours or disputes between landholders and government 
agencies. I have seen a number of disputes which have become 
intractable and one or both parties have had the viability of 
their farm impacted and their health badly affected. 
As a local community leader, I have been called on to help 
mediate in some cases. I or other local leaders should not be 
put in this position as I invariably personally know all the parties 
to the dispute. 
There should be some form of dispute resolution and the 
responsibility around water and drainage management should 
be more clearly defined. 
The draft Strategy is inadequate and appears to rely on there 
being consensus between the parties. 
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