
 

Your Name (Optional) Sharon Jordan                                                                           Submission 11 
Town of Residence  Longwarry 
What is your 
involvement/role with 
rural drainage? 

Landholder 

Other - specify  
Do you agree with the 
proposed vision 
statement? If not, what 
would you like to see 
change? 

I would like to see Melbourne Water clean out their drains.  Many drains 
around Longwarry are "no mans drains" where no one ever cleans them out.  
Discrepency between the Baw Baw Shire and Melbourne Water as to who 
owns some of the drains. 

Do you agree with the 
intent that landholders 
would invest in rural 
drainage services where 
they can see merit/benefit 
in doing so? Please 
explain your response. 

Land holders (farmers) already pay an extra charge for drainage.  I would like 
to see Developers have to be more accountable for the size of their retard 
basins, also the level of their outflow pipes and the size and capability of the 
drains.  In particular down stream farms that might be affected in the Koo 
Wee Rup Longwarry Flood area. 

Do you think there are 
gaps in the roles and 
responsibilities proposed? 
Do you think there any 
opportunities to further 
strengthen roles and 
responsibilities? 

It would be beneficial to have older experienced people on the Board 
making decisions that affect farming.  Not just looking after the land grab 
where development of 'hobby farms' create more wealth. 

Is there anything that 
landholders and agencies 
need to manage rural 
drainage that isn't 
covered in the draft 
Strategy? 

Councils need to be more accountable regarding the drainage of Towns like 
Longwarry.  They need to recognize that the underground drains are silted 
up and the pipes are too small.  No good adding more drainage as the Shire 
have done by adding drainage from the Johnson Drain into the Mackey 
Drain that is not coping.  Melbourne Water said they are not upgrading the 
drains until 2030.   Retard basins need to be of appropriate size, and not left 
as a smaller size until Housing Developments are expanded and then 
increase the original size whilst adding another retard basin. 

What would landholders 
and agencies need to help 
them prepare for 
potential impacts of 
climate change on rural 
drainage? 

Consider a leve upstream.  As in leve bank to slow the water now racing 
along the 
rail way line toward Longwarry.  The Longwarry town has flooded THREE 
times in the past 80 years. 

Is there anything else that 
should be considered or 
addressed in the final 
Strategy? 

Put people on the Board of Melbourne Water that are farmers and know 
their area.  It is not doing anyone any good by selecting members. Some 
drains have never been cleaned out, then all of a sudden development 
occurs as in Longwarry and water is damaging pasture downstream.   
Blockages on the mouth at the Bunyip / Westernport outlet, the Evans Road 
mouth into the Bunyip River and the Martin Mackey Drain at Longwarry all 
need specialized management. 
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