Wimmera River at Greens Creek near Stawell. Photo courtesy of Wimmera CMA.

The Wimmera contains

25%

of Victoria’s wetlands.

84%

of the region is private land.

2.3 Wimmera
The Wimmera region includes the Wimmera River basin,
which is part of the Murray-Darling Basin, and the eastern
part of the Millicent Coast Basin. Eighty-four per cent
of the region is private land. The Wimmera River is the
largest Victorian river that does not flow to the sea,
but instead flows into a series of terminal lakes: Lake
Hindmarsh and Lake Albacutya. The latter is listed as a
wetland of international importance under the Ramsar
convention. The lower Wimmera River, from north-west of
Horsham, through to the Wirrengren Plain in the Mallee
(including the terminal lakes and Outlet Creek) is listed as
a heritage river.
The Wimmera also contains 25 per cent of Victoria’s
wetlands, which are predominantly in the south-west of
the region.
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There remains a strong link between the region’s
Traditional Owners and their waterways. This was
reinforced by a successful Native Title claim by
the Wotjobaluk people in 2005 - the first positive
determination of Native Title in south-eastern Australia
– which includes parts of the Wimmera River. The
relationship between Traditional Owners and waterways is
demonstrated by the creation stories about the formation
and importance of the Wimmera River and other
waterways in the region.
In a highly modified landscape dominated by agriculture,
these waterways and riparian areas are the lifeblood
of the region. They provide vital habitat to threatened
species and supply water to the whole community as well
as a wealth of recreational opportunities such as fishing,
rowing, water skiing, camping and bushwalking.

Wimmera

Left: Farmers and local contractors working with the CMA on riparian management. Right: Riparian fencing in the Upper
Wimmera catchment. Photographer: David Fletcher.

Community engagement and partnerships in the
Wimmera region
The Wimmera CMA’s enhanced engagement framework
ensures landholders, resource managers, partners and the
local community are engaged and supported to undertake
appropriate land management practices that protect and
enhance the region’s natural assets, including riparian areas.
Social media is an important tool used by the CMA to engage
with the community to improve knowledge of the benefits of
good riparian management.
Wotjobaluk engagement and collaboration in many aspects
of the management of the Wimmera River are governed by
a cooperative management agreement which forms part of
their Native Title determination.
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An example of local community engagement relates to
concerns held by Moyston residents and CFA members that
riparian revegetation projects close to town could affect local
fire management objectives. The CMA facilitated meetings
and workshops so stakeholders could understand the issues
and work towards developing mutually beneficial solutions.
With the support of the CFA and local Landcare, the CMA
has developed and implemented protocols for planning
revegetation practices in identified fire-risk areas. The
protocols ensure relevant parties are communicating with
each other and implementing practices that can improve
the management of riparian areas while ensuring local fire
management objectives are not compromised.

“In a highly modified
landscape dominated
by agriculture, the
Wimmera’s waterways
and riparian areas are the
lifeblood of the region.”
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CASE STUDY

Enhancing priority reaches in the Wimmera River system
by improving management of riparian areas

The Wimmera contains more than 1,300 kilometres of
rivers and streams that are highly valued for their social and
economic benefits. They supply water for towns, farms and
businesses as well as a wealth of recreational opportunities.
The riparian protection and enhancement project will work
with the community and land managers to improve the
management of riparian areas on their properties. Community
workshops and field days will improve the community’s
knowledge of the importance of riparian areas and build their
capacity to undertake appropriate land management actions.
This, coupled with media campaigns — including social media
— will also encourage landholders to participate in incentive
programs designed to protect and enhance riparian areas.
The project will work in priority areas identified in the
Wimmera Waterway Strategy and Wimmera Regional
Catchment Strategy. The project will provide financial and
technical support to willing landholders and active community
groups and members to assist them to protect and enhance
riparian areas to:

Before and after riparian works on a tributary of the Wimmera River.
Photos courtesy of Wimmera CMA.

• stabilise waterway and gully erosion
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•	prevent productive soils from moving off paddocks into
waterways
• minimise stock damage to waterways
• re-establish and protect vegetation and habitat
• prevent the impact of pest plant and animals.

The delivery of aspects of many new riparian projects on
the Wimmera River is likely to be by the Barengi Gadjin
Land Council (BGLC). In particular, the BGLC work crews
may deliver onground pest plant and animal management
works in priority areas, including areas where BGLC has their
cooperative management agreement in place with Parks
Victoria.

The priority waterways for riparian management are shown in the map below. They are based on priorities contained in the
Wimmera Waterway Strategy and provide guidance about the location of riparian management activities planned for the fiveyear period 2015-16 to 2019-20. The riparian outcome measures and their aspirational targets are provided in the table below.

Wimmera

Wimmera riparian priorities and outcomes

Figure 5 Wimmera priority waterways for riparian management
Note: due to space limitations on the map, typically
only large priority wetlands or wetland complexes
are named and have been assigned value icons.
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Table 4 Riparian outcome measures and aspirational targets
2015-16 to 2019-20
Aspirational
target

Native vegetation
Native fauna

1. Length of riparian land where works have
been undertaken to protect or improve its
condition

170 km

Native fish
Economic values
Town water supply

2. Area of waterway vegetation works
undertaken to improve the health and
resilience of waterways

7,600 ha

Irrigation supply
Social values

3. Number of landholders who have worked
with the CMA to undertake riparian works

180

Recreation
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Riparian outcome measure

Environmental values
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