Weed control on the banks of the Agnes River, South Gippsland.
Photos courtesy of West Gippsland CMA.
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2.9 West Gippsland
The West Gippsland region extends across west, south
and central Gippsland, from Warragul and San Remo in
the west to the Gippsland Lakes in the east, and from the
Great Dividing Range in the north to Wilsons Promontory
in the south. About 59 per cent of the region is public
land.
The West Gippsland CMA is responsible for more than
40,000 kilometres of waterways, including major rivers
and creeks and the tributaries that flow into them.
These waterways flow to the Victorian coast, discharging
either through the Gippsland Lakes, to coastal inlets and
embayments (Anderson Inlet, Shallow Inlet, Corner Inlet)
or directly to Bass Strait and the Southern Ocean.
The waterways of West Gippsland are highly valued
recreationally, socially, economically and culturally. They
include two internationally important wetlands listed
under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands – Gippsland
Lakes and Corner Inlet. Many of the region’s natural
assets including waterways are of particular importance
to Traditional Owners and other Aboriginal people. For
example, the Gunaikurnai people’s creation story of Borun
the pelican and Tuk the musk duck originates from the
areas around Wilsons Promontory.
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West Gippsland
Top left: A newly fenced and revegetated section of the Thomson River. Top right: CMA staff inspecting riparian revegetation on the Coalition
Creek. Bottom: The wetlands of the Heart Morass, on the lower Latrobe River, inundated with water after a period of high rainfall.

Community engagement and partnerships in the
West Gippsland region
The development and implementation of the West Gippsland
Waterway Strategy is underpinned by a partnership approach
and community involvement. Active and engaged communities
are critical to the success of the Strategy. In addition to direct
landholder engagement, strong partnerships with Landcare,
Traditional Owners, industry, agencies and other community
groups are central to the CMA’s approach. Recent examples of
this include:
• Heart Morass: the Heart Morass is a large wetland at the
confluence of the Thomson and Latrobe rivers. The wetland
has a history of excessive drainage, grazing, increasing
salinisation and acidification. In 2006 it was purchased by
the Wetlands Environmental Taskforce Trust, a not-for-profit
community organisation. A permanent Trust for Nature
covenant was established over 1121 ha of the morass
making it one of the largest wetland restoration projects
in Australia on private land. Rehabilitation of the morass
is undertaken through a formal partnership between
the CMA, Field and Game Australia, Hugh Williamson
Foundation, BugBlitz and Watermark (a local communitybased environmental group).

“The waterways of West
Gippsland are highly
valued recreationally,
socially, economically
and culturally.”
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• A memorandum of understanding has been established
with Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation
as a commitment to work together for mutual outcomes.
One of the key elements is to support work on Country
opportunities for the Gunaikurnai. An example of this is the
surveying, protection works and community education of a
cultural heritage site at McLoughlins Beach, which is part of
the Corner Inlet Ramsar site.

• Regional Landcare Forum and Partnership: the CMA and
Landcare have a strong partnership in West Gippsland. At a
regional level the WGCMA and the five Landcare Networks
(Bass Coast, South Gippsland, Yarram Yarram, Latrobe
Catchment, and Maffra and District) work collaboratively
through the Regional Landcare Forum, which meets bimonthly to share knowledge and identify opportunities
to work together. For example, in the Powlett River
Catchment, collaborative work between the CMA and Bass
Coast Landcare involved working with private landholders
to fence off waterways, remove willows and other weeds
and undertake revegetation.

43

CASE STUDY

Corner Inlet Connections

Franklin River meandering to Corner Inlet. Photos courtesy of West Gippsland CMA.

From Woodside to Wilsons Promontory, the marine and
coastal parks of Corner Inlet and Nooramunga provide vital
habitat for more than 30,000 resident, and tens of thousands
of migratory, wading birds. The wetlands in this area were
designated a Ramsar site in 1982. The site is internationally
important for its tidal mudflat system and as a wetland
enclosed by barrier island formations. The inlet has the
most southerly occurrence of white mangrove in the world,
and supports Victoria’s largest area of the rare broad-leafed
seagrass.
The Corner Inlet Steering Committee was established in
2007 to provide an integrated and collaborative approach
to address issues affecting the Corner Inlet Ramsar Site. The
CISC is an active partnership between West Gippsland CMA,
Parks Victoria, Yarram Yarram Landcare Network, South
Gippsland Landcare Network, Gunaikurnai Land and Waters
Aboriginal Corporation, DELWP, the Department of Economic
Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources (Fisheries),
industry (e.g. GippsDairy, commercial fishers and foresters),
University of Melbourne and the Australian Government.
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Since 2007, the Corner Inlet Steering Committee has been
instrumental in coordinating a number of initiatives including
the development and delivery of the Corner Inlet Connections
Project (2010-13). The Connections project provides focus
and direction for natural resources management in the Corner
Inlet catchment. Some of the key achievements include over
280 ha of riparian restoration and protection, erosion control
and weed management, 3,500 ha controlled for blackberry,
nearly 60 effluent and nutrient management plans and 12
management agreements established for works on dairy
properties and more than 20 community education events
and field days.

A landholder on the Franklin River with riparian works undertaken in
partnership with the CMA.

Since 2013, the Corner Inlet Connections Project has
continued to expand, guided by targets identified in the West
Gippsland Waterway Strategy and the Corner Inlet Water
Quality Improvement Plan. Over the next five years, onground
riparian works and erosion control work will be accelerated in
priority areas to improve water quality entering Corner Inlet.
Using a partnership approach, work will include:
• fencing, revegetation and weed control along gullies and
tributaries
• protection of wetland vegetation such as coastal saltmarsh
and mangroves
• maintenance of important fauna habitat through spartina
control
• associated monitoring and community engagement.

The priority waterways for riparian management are shown in the map below. They are based on priorities contained in the West
Gippsland Waterway Strategy and provide guidance about the location of riparian management activities planned for the five-year
period 2015-16 to 2019-20. The riparian outcome measures and their aspirational targets are provided in the table below.

Figure 11 West Gippsland priority waterways for riparian management

West Gippsland

West Gippsland riparian priorities and outcomes

Note: due to space limitations on the map, typically
only large priority wetlands or wetland complexes
are named and have been assigned value icons.
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Table 10 Riparian outcome measures and aspirational
targets 2015-16 to 2019-20
Aspirational
target

Native vegetation
Native fauna

1. Length of riparian land where works have
been undertaken to protect or improve its
condition

160 km

Native fish
Economic values
Town water supply

2. Area of waterway vegetation works
undertaken to improve the health and
resilience of waterways

240 ha

Irrigation supply
Social values

3. Number of landholders who have worked
with the CMA to undertake riparian works

150

Recreation
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Riparian outcome measure

Environmental values
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