Lower Ovens floodplain billabong, Bundalong. Photos courtesy of North East CMA.

The North East region is bounded by

THE MURRAY RIVER
IN THE NORTH
THE VICTORIAN ALPS
IN THE SOUTH
THE NSW BORDER
IN THE EAST
THE WARBY RANGES
IN THE WEST
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2.7 North East
The North East region is part of the Murray-Darling Basin
and contains the Ovens, Kiewa and Upper Murray and Mitta
Mitta river basins. The region is bounded by the Murray
River in the north, the Victorian Alps in the south, the NSW
border in the east and the Warby Ranges in the west.

North East
Top: Riparian works, Ovens River, Myrtleford. Bottom: The landholder sharing his knowledge on the Lower Ovens floodplain, Boorhaman.

Community engagement and partnerships in the
North East region
The North East CMA engages with its community and
stakeholders in a way that builds collaboration, partnerships
and ownership of the management of shared natural
resources. Effective relationships with individuals and
communities are vital to the CMA’s ability to provide
effective support for day-to-day catchment management and
especially during emergency events such as floods or fires.
Engaging with communities enables informed decisionmaking leading to better outcomes. Tapping into and
building on existing social capital enables the CMA to get
greater value from its time, effort and funding.

“North East Victoria faces
a number of catchmentwide challenges that
cannot be met by any one
organisation or person.”

The CMA will continue to build on a large range of
onground works to provide social, cultural, economic
and environmental benefits for north east community.
Co-investment in riparian areas along priority waterways
will be maximised where possible with local government,
landholders and other agencies, such as the Department
of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and
Resources (Fisheries), DELWP and urban and rural water
corporations, who all have an interest in a healthier
catchment.
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As a specific example, the CMA is building on the existing
capacity of the Mitta Valley community to maintain and
adapt their management practices through improving
the in-stream and riparian habitat along the Mitta Mitta
River to support the population of Murray cod. This
collaboration uniquely combines the recreational fishing
community with water and land managers to improve the
values and uses of the Mitta Mitta River. Those involved
in delivery include riparian land managers, Mitta Fishing
Club, Eskdale Fishing Club, Arthur Rylah Research Institute,
Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport
and Resources, Towong Shire Council and Murray-Darling
Basin Authority.
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CASE STUDY

Upper Ovens River

Top: The community planting riparian vegetation along the Upper Ovens River, near Harrietville. Bottom: Erosion control works and associated
revegetation on the Upper Ovens River, Harrietville. Photos courtesy of North East CMA.

A key project for the North East region will focus on the upper
Ovens River. The project will target one of the priority reaches
of the upper Ovens identified in the North East Waterway
Strategy and will involve the North East CMA supporting the
community and community groups to build on existing efforts
to improve the environmental and recreational values of this
iconic waterway.
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The onground works between Bright and Harrietville will
specifically lead to improved riparian condition along about
2½ km of river at Smoko, improving the quality of and linkages
between areas of high quality remnant vegetation. Activities
to be delivered on the ground to improve the condition will
include riparian fencing, revegetation and weed management.
This project builds on the strong partnership between the
upper Ovens Valley community – including the Upper Ovens
Landcare Group, Harrietville Community Forum, the Alpine
Fly Fishers and the Harrietville Angling Club – and the CMA.

For example, the Upper Ovens Landcare Group and the CMA
have carried out extensive programs along the upper Ovens
in nearby reaches over the past 10 years and this project will
be a another major stepping stone along the way of linking
up these past work sites. The CMA has also been working
closely with the Harrietville Community Forum and the Alpine
Fly Fishers (and the Council of Victorian Fly Fishing Clubs) on
several recreational fishing initiatives to improve the health
and resilience of recreational fishing in the upper Ovens.
This project also has linkages to other waterway projects
underway in the area that aim to improve in-stream habitat
and fish passage and improve recreational values and access
to the river.

The majority of priority waterways for riparian management are shown in the map below. They are based on priorities contained in
the North East Waterway Strategy and provide guidance about the location of riparian management activities planned for the fiveyear period 2015-16 to 2019-20. The riparian outcome measures and their aspirational targets are provided in the table below.

North East

North East riparian priorities and outcomes

Figure 9 North East priority waterways for riparian management
Note: due to space limitations on the map, typically
only large priority wetlands are named and have
been assigned value icons.
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Table 8 Riparian outcome measures and aspirational targets
2015-16 to 2019-20
Aspirational
target

Native vegetation
Native fauna

1. Length of riparian land where works have
been undertaken to protect or improve its
condition

210 km

Native fish
Economic values
Town water supply

2. Area of waterway vegetation works
undertaken to improve the health and
resilience of waterways

1,010 ha

Irrigation supply
Social values

3. Number of landholders who have worked
with the CMA to undertake riparian works

390

Recreation
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Riparian outcome measure

Environmental values
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