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The Victorian Government 
released the five-year Regional 
Riparian Action Plan in 2015 to 
accelerate the delivery of on-
ground riparian works.  
This fact sheet summarises what has been achieved  
in the fourth year of the Regional Riparian Action Plan’s 
implementation. Implementing the plan is a key action 
in Water for Victoria, the Government’s plan for 
managing our water resources now and into the future. 

Why protect and improve riparian land? 

Riparian land is land that runs along rivers, creeks and 
wetlands. Riparian vegetation is critical to the health of 
our waterways by improving water quality, reducing 
erosion and improving habitat for animals both on land 
and in the waterway. 

Riparian land and waterways hold important cultural 
values for Victoria’s Traditional Owners and are 
important for social, recreational and economic activity 
(e.g. fishing, picnics, walking and agriculture). 

 

Community planting day, Seven Creeks, Strathbogie Ranges. 
Photo courtesy Goulburn Broken CMA  

How is the Action Plan funded? 

To implement the plan, the Victorian Government 
allocated $10 million in 2015/16 and a further $30 
million from 2016/17 to 2019/20 to implement additional 
riparian works. The $30 million is part of the $222 
million provided by the Government to improve the 
health of waterways and catchments in regional 
Victoria. 

This funding is accelerating the implementation of on-
ground riparian works, such as stock management 
fencing, revegetation, weed management and provision 
of infrastructure to support off-stream stock watering. 

How is the Action Plan being implemented? 

Catchment management authorities (CMAs) are 
working collaboratively with Traditional Owners, 
landholders and community groups, including Landcare, 
angling and school groups, to undertake the riparian 
works, typically using incentives and grants.   

Key achievements 2018/19 (Year 4) 

Table 1: Riparian outcome measures achieved in 2018/19 
and over the first four years of the plan in the nine CMA 
regions*. 

Riparian outcome 
measure 

Amount 
delivered 
in Year 4 

Amount 
delivered 

to date 

Five-year 
target 

Length of riparian 
land where works 
have been 
undertaken to 
protect or improve 
its condition (km) 

900 2,974 2,490 

Area of waterway 
vegetation works 
undertaken to 
improve the health 
and resilience of 
waterways** (ha) 

13,080 46,266 28,190 

Number of 
landholders who 
have worked with 
the CMAs to 
undertake riparian 
works 

328 1,270 1,810 

*Melbourne Water does not receive funding from government under 
the Action Plan and its riparian outcomes are not included in the 
outcome measures table. 
** The high area delivery after four years compared to the 5-year 
target is due to efficiencies in CMAs’ delivery of riparian work 
including access to larger areas to undertake works.  
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Examples of riparian projects 

The Moorabool River 

The Moorabool River is a major source of both Ballarat 
and Geelong’s drinking water supply, it provides habitat 
for the endangered Australian grayling and it is popular 
for recreation.  

In conjunction with the Moorabool Catchment Landcare 
Group, Wadawarrung Aboriginal Corporation, Parks 
Victoria and Barwon Water, the Corangamite CMA has 
been working on 13 sites within the Moorabool 
catchment completing riparian restoration works on 128 
hectares and 22 kilometres of riparian land helping to 
protect and link the existing remnant vegetation.  

 

 

Revegetation along the East Moorabool River, near Ballan. 
Photo courtesy Coranagmite CMA 

“The Corangamite CMA streamside program has been 
invaluable to Moorabool Catchment Landcare Group 
members. The program focuses on getting on ground 
work happening sooner. There are several landholders 
still keen to be involved with this program and it has 
made such a difference already to improving our 
catchment.”  
Jennifer Johnson, Landcare Coordinator, Moorabool 
Catchment Landcare Network. 
 

Uncovering the Ovens  

The Upper Ovens River at the headwaters of one of 
Victoria’s major Murray River tributaries is a high use 
recreation area and home to iconic species such as 
blackfish and the spotted tree-frog. It is also the focus of 
the North East CMA’s Uncovering the Ovens project. 

Working with landholders, the Upper Ovens Valley 
Landcare Group and government agencies, the project 
delivered 32 hectares of woody weed control at six key 
sites between Harrietville and Porepunkah in 2018/19. 
These works were complemented by removing in 
stream blockages, installing timber for fish and bank 
stabilisation works. These works have helped to restore 
public access and improved biodiversity in the river. 

“The river has a completely different feeling through 
there now, like it can breathe all of a sudden.”  

Brian Jones, landholder partner in the Uncovering the 
Ovens project. 

 

Revegetation on the Ovens River near Bright as part of the 
Uncovering the Ovens project. Photo courtesy North East CMA 

Further information 

Regional Riparian Action Plan 
http://www.delwp.vic.gov.au/water/rivers,-estuaries-and-
wetlands/regional-riparian-action-plan . 

More information about riparian management and how 
you can get involved can be obtained from your CMA. 
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Disclaimer 

This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its  
employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind or is  
wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability  
for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you relying on any 
information in this publication. 

Accessibility 
If you would like to receive this publication in 
an alternative format, please telephone the 
DELWP Customer Contact Centre on 136186, 
email customer.service@delwp.vic.gov.au, or 
via the National Relay Service on 133 677 
www.relayservice.com.au. This document is 
also available on the internet at 
www.delwp.vic.gov.au.  


