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Victoria’s water sector must adapt if 

it is to continue to provide reliable 

services under an increasingly 

challenging climate. 

Victoria is already experiencing the impacts of climate 

change. Since 1950, average temperatures have 

increased by around 1oC while average annual rainfall 

has reduced. Heatwaves are on average hotter than 

between 1950-80, and stream flows in some rivers have 

reduced drastically since the 1990s. 

Future climate projections and models suggest annual 

stream flow reductions of around 50% could occur in 

some Victorian catchments by 2065, meaning less 

water would be available for our storages.  Combined 

with a series of additional climate change impacts 

projected for Victoria (Figure 1), this decrease in rainfall 

and reduction in water availability has serious 

consequences for everyone - households, industry, 

agriculture, recreation, cultural values, and liveability - 

and for waterway health and our environment. 

 
Figure 1: Projected climate change impacts for Victoria 

Victoria’s Pilot Water Sector Climate Change 

Adaptation Action Plan: building resilience to 

climate change in the water sector 

The Government committed to developing a Pilot Water 

Sector Climate Change Adaptation Action Plan in 

Victoria’s Climate Change Adaptation Action Plan 2017-

2020. The plan commits to delivering more resilient 

services for water sector customers. The actions will be 

cost effective in leveraging existing investments, 

research, and expertise, and have a minimal impact on 

greenhouse gas emissions. It contains three short-term 

objectives: 

1. Build knowledge of how climate change will impact 

Victoria’s water sector; 

2. Develop the framework, policy and tools to enable 

successful adaptation in the water sector; and 

3. Enhance the capacity and capability of water sector 

staff to apply climate change adaptation to business 

decisions. 

The plan sets out 20 actions (Figure 2 overleaf) for 

delivery between 2017 and 2020 to inform Victoria’s 

long-term strategy to tackle the effects of climate 

change. These actions will put the water sector in a 

strong position to prepare its inaugural Water Sector 

Climate Change Adaptation Action Plan by 2021 as 

required under the Climate Change Act 2017. Actions 

will be delivered by DELWP in partnership with 

Victoria’s water corporations, catchment management 

authorities, local governments, and Traditional Owners. 

Medium and long-term adaptation objectives 

for Victoria’s water sector 

The medium-term objective of the plan is to integrate 

climate change adaptation considerations into all 

relevant business decisions in the water sector. This 

objective will require a coordinated and systematic 

approach to climate change adaptation, supporting and 

linking with key business systems and processes. 

The long-term objective is to enable the sector to 

provide reliable services that meet customer 

expectations under a changing climate, while balancing 

the associated impacts on customer bills, on water 

business finances, and on the environment. 

 Victoria’s Pilot Water Sector Climate 
Change Adaptation Action Plan  

  The plan outlines 20 actions to put Victoria’s water 
sector on track to a resilient future  
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Accessibility 
If you would like to receive this publication in an 
alternative format, please telephone the DELWP 
Customer Service Centre on 136186, 
email customer.service@delwp.vic.gov.au, or via the 
National Relay Service on 133 677 
www.relayservice.com.au. This document is also 
available on the internet at www.delwp.vic.gov.au.  

Figure 2: The policy objectives of the Act informed the WSAAP’s objectives and adaptation actions.

More information 

Click here to access the Pilot Water Sector Climate 

Change Adaptation Action Plan. Alternatively visit 

DELWP’s website at   

 

https://www.water.vic.gov.au/climate-change to learn 

more about the water sector climate change initiatives 

underway in Victoria.  

mailto:customer.service@delwp.vic.gov.au
http://www.relayservice.com.au/
http://www.delwp.vic.gov.au/
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/394220/WSAAP-Web-version-FINAL.pdf
https://www.water.vic.gov.au/climate-change

