Gellibrand River nearly ten years after riparian works. Photos courtesy of Corangamite CMA.

The Corangamite region includes

175 KM
of coastline

with a population of more than

370,000

which is expected to grow
to 500,000 by 2026.
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2.1 Corangamite
The Corangamite region of south-western Victoria includes
175 kilometres of coastline and encompasses the Barwon,
Lake Corangamite, Otway Coast and Moorabool river
basins. These river basins have significant environmental
value, providing habitat for native fish, invertebrates and
water birds and migratory waders.
The region contains two Ramsar wetland sites, recognised
for their international significance, as well as numerous
priority rivers, wetlands and estuaries identified in the
Corangamite Waterway Strategy. The region’s waterways,
such as the Barwon River through Geelong and the
estuaries along the Great Ocean Road, have strong
cultural and historic significance and are a focal point for
recreation and tourism.

Corangamite
Left: Barwon River at Ceres, near Geelong. Top right: Primary school students working with the CMA planting trees on Dean
Creek, Lake Colac catchment. Bottom right: The Geelong Landcare Network on the Moorabool River, just north of Geelong.

Community engagement and partnerships in the
Corangamite region
The Corangamite region has a population of more than
370,000, which is expected to grow to 500,000 by 2026.
Some 78 per cent of region is private land, reinforcing the
importance of engaging the community in natural resource
management.
The region has a strong history of community-based natural
resource management, particularly through the Landcare
movement and programs such as Waterwatch and the more
recently established EstuaryWatch. Volunteers undertake
activities such as engaging landholders and community
members in undertaking onground works, monitoring and
sharing knowledge.

“The Corangamite
region has a
strong history of
community-based
natural resource
management.”

Onground riparian works will continue to be delivered in
partnership with the region’s Landcare networks as well as
being promoted more broadly to the region’s landholders
and other community members and community-based
groups. This approach will continue to target works on priority
waterways under the Corangamite Waterway Strategy, and
projects will continue to be awarded on a value for money
basis.
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The majority of the region’s onground waterway works are
delivered through two major programs — Managing Our
Great Ocean Road Estuaries and Securing the Health of the
Barwon. Barwon Water provides financial support through
the CMA for onground works that contribute to water quality
outcomes within the corporation’s managed water supply
catchments.
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CASE STUDY

Managing Our Great Ocean Road Estuaries

The Managing Our Great Ocean Road Estuaries project
targets community engagement, capacity building and the
delivery of onground works for priority rivers and estuaries,
predominantly along the Great Ocean Road. The project is
delivered in partnership with three Landcare Networks —
Southern Otway, Heytesbury District, and Surf Coast and
Inland Plains.
These networks promote the project to members,
support capacity building and coordinate delivery of
onground works, especially fencing and revegetation. The
Corangamite CMA provides these services in areas not
covered by a Landcare network (such as sections of the
Gellibrand River) and coordinates large-scale engineering
works (rock chutes, removal of fish barriers) and willow
removal.
The CMA also coordinates the delivery of the Corangamite
EstuaryWatch and Waterwatch programs, which work with
community groups and individuals to share knowledge
about aquatic ecosystems as well as monitor the state and
condition of these assets.
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Lower Curdies River before (2006) and after (2014) revegetation.

Onground works to be undertaken as part of this project
over the five-year period of the action plan are anticipated
to be the removal of about 30 ha of woody weeds, the
establishment of 80 to 90 km of fencing, and revegetation
of 110 to 120 ha of riparian land on priority waterways.
These works will occur in partnership with about 100
regional landholders. Technical assistance and financial
incentives will be provided. Project proposals will be
contracted based on best value for money. Some of the
waterways to be targeted over the five-year period include
the Curdies, Gellibrand, Aire and Barham rivers as well as
the Thompson and Hovells creeks.
Princetown Landcare Group is involved in the CMA’s EstuaryWatch
program. Photos courtesy of Corangamite CMA.

The priority waterways for riparian management are shown in the map below. They are based on priorities contained in the
Corangamite Waterway Strategy and provide guidance about the location of riparian management activities planned for the fiveyear period 2015-16 to 2019-20. The riparian outcome measures and their aspirational targets are provided in the table below.

Corangamite

Corangamite riparian priorities and outcomes

Figure 3 Corangamite priority waterways for riparian management
Note: due to space limitations on the map, typically
only large priority wetlands or wetland complexes
are named and have been assigned value icons.
Lal Lal Creek
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Spring Creek
Buninyong

Yarrowee River
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Sutherland Creek
West Branch
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Limeburners Bay

Lethbridge
Cundare
Pool

Shelford
Yarrowee
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Cressy

Lake Gnarpurt

Bannockburn

Lake Terangpom
Lake Milangil
Lake Colongulac

Lake Murdeduke

Lake
Corangamite
Camperdown
Lake
Colac

Colac

Cobden
Dean Creek

Curdies
River

Curdies
River

Gellibrand
River

Kennedys
Creek

Port
Campbell

Torquay
Retreat
Creek

Boundary
Creek

Priorities
Wetland priorities
River and creek priorities

Native fish
Economic values
Town water supply
Irrigation supply
Social values
Recreation

Point
Lonsdale

Lake Connewarre

Forrest

Gellibrand
River

Apollo
Bay

Barwon River East Branch
Lorne
Erskine River
St George River
Cumberland River
Barwon River West Branch
Wye River
Kennett River
Grey River
Carisbrook Creek
Smythes Creek
Skenes Creek
Wild Dog Creek
Barham River
Barham River East Branch
Barham River West Branch
Elliot River
Parker River

Table 2 Riparian outcome measures and aspirational targets
2015-16 to 2019-20
Riparian outcome measure

Aspirational
target

1. Length of riparian land where works have
been undertaken to protect or improve its
condition

270 km

2. Area of waterway vegetation works
undertaken to improve the health and
resilience of waterways

530 ha

3. Number of landholders who have worked
with the CMA to undertake riparian works

200
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Native fauna

Barwon
Heads

Anglesea River
Painkalac Creek

Environmental values
Native vegetation

Ocean
Grove Queenscliﬀ

Thompson Creek

Aire
River
Ford
River

Spring Creek

Dewing
Creek

Love Creek

Lardner
Creek

St Leonards
Drysdale

Waurn Ponds Creek
Winchelsea

Pennyroyal
Creek

Sandy
Creek
Chapple
Creek

Barwon River

Lake
Cundare
Lake Beeac
Barongarook
Creek

Snake Island
Reedy Lake
Portarlington
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